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I hope this message finds you well and that you’ve all enjoyed a restful and joyful summer break. Autumn seems to be fast approaching now with the acorns falling in the playground and the colder weather coming.  It has been a pleasure to welcome you back to school for the start of the new academic year and the school has been buzzing with excitement.  It has been lovely to open our doors once again to familiar faces and new ones alike and it’s been lovely to meet so many of our new families in the mornings.  If you are new to Cowbit St Mary’s, welcome to our school community; we are delighted to have you!  Over the summer, our staff have been busy preparing classrooms, planning engaging lessons, and ensuring everything is in place for a smooth and inspiring start. We’re thrilled to begin this term with renewed energy, fresh ideas, and a continued commitment to nurturing every child’s potential.
Our topics this term:
Ash Class: Me and My World
Elm Class: How does the geography of London compare to where we live?
Maple Class: Active Planet: How are mountains and volcanoes formed?
Oak Class: Ancient Mayans: How did the ancient Mayans develop such an advanced civilisation?
Academisation update
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Description automatically generated]As you may be aware, following the consultation at the end of last year, we joined Keystone Academy Trust on 1st September 2025.  Our official school name is now ‘The Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Academy.’ There are no planned changes to updating uniforms and nothing will change with the operating of the school. But please see below a welcome from the CEO of Keystone Academy Trust, Mrs Helen Joyce. 
The children will have seen Helen in school many times over the last couple of years as we have worked in partnership since 2023.
“It is with great joy and heartfelt warmth that we welcome you to the Keystone Academy Trust family.
From our earliest conversations with your Local Governing Board, it was clear that Cowbit St Mary’s is a school rooted in strong values, community spirit, and a deep commitment to nurturing every child’s potential.
Over the past two years, we have had the privilege of supporting Cowbit through its transition, including the appointment of Mrs Elizabeth Leonard as your Headteacher. Her leadership, alongside the dedication of your staff and governors, has laid a strong foundation for the future. We are excited about the next chapter of your school’s journey.
As part of Keystone, Cowbit St Mary’s joins a family of schools committed to forging stronger futures for all. Our mission is to ensure that every child flourishes—academically, socially, and spiritually. We believe in the power of partnership, and your voice as parents and carers is vital in shaping the path ahead.
We look forward to getting to know you better and to celebrating the unique character and strengths of Cowbit St Mary’s. Thank you for your trust, your support, and your belief in the journey we are embarking on together.
With warmest regards, H W Joyce”
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The school Vision is “Growing Together in Learning, Love and Faith,” this guides us in what we are doing here and our daily purpose within our community.  This is part of a larger vision which is underpinned by the Parable of the Mustard Seed and available to read in full on our school website. 
Our value this term is ‘Respect.’  Respect for our school, our environment and our wider community.  We have already been thinking about this in collective worship where children have reflected on how they are all different but special like ‘Elmer.’ As told by John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” Regardless of our differences, we are all unique and special and therefore we treat one another how we would like to be treated; with respect.
Harvest Festival
This term we have a celebration for Harvest Festival on 7th October at 2pm, this will be held in the Church and Parents/Siblings are invited to attend.  Donations for the harvest festival would be appreciated, these will be blessed in church and then donated to Agape Foodbank in Spalding.  Agape Foodbank have been very supportive to some of our families in school and we hope with your help, we can continue to support them.  Items such as tinned food, dry packaged items such as pasta and easy cook items and biscuits are all appreciated.  We kindly ask you to check the dates on any food donated.  Donations can be brought into school from 2nd October 2025.  Thank you for your support with this.
Lay Minister
Obviously as you’re all aware, Rev Sweeting unfortunately passed away at the end of last academic year.  This was a great loss for our local community and his presence is greatly missed.  Sally Wilson, our local lay minister, will be visiting the school once a month to deliver collective worship.  Some of you may recognise Sally as she used to support the school with Christingle services.  
Christingle Service

We will be celebrating Christmas with a Christingle Service and Carol Concert at 2pm on 17th December in the Church, which will be supported by Sally Wilson.

School Photographs
Please note school photographs next week are cancelled due to photographer illness.  The new date is 10th November at 1.30pm.  
Parents’ Evenings
We also have parents’ evenings next term which will be available to book on the MCAS app shortly.  We will let you know when this becomes available to book, but we hope to see as many parents as possible.  Parents evening will be on Tuesday 4th November and Wednesday 5th November.    
Flu Vaccinations 
3rd November – Flu Vaccinations – everyone has been sent a permission letter through Class Dojo to register, if you haven’t registered or need a copy of the letter, please let Mrs Matthews know so that we can help you sort this out.  Vaccinations will not be given if we do not have permission for your child to have it.




Pantomime
This year’s pantomime is Rapunzel, and we will be travelling by coach to The South Centre in Spalding on 17th December 2025.  There is a separate letter on Class Dojo and payment will need to be made on MCAS. Please note, there are no available tickets this year for parent helpers to accompany us.  

School Applications  
Applications for Secondary School starting September 2026 are open now until 31st October 2025 so please don’t forget to make your applications.

Applications for Primary School starting September 2026 open on 17th November 2025 and close on 15th January 2026. We will be having our open morning on 22nd October from 9.30am-10.30am. 

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open every day at 7.30am.  A charge of £3.50 is made which includes breakfast and entertainment.  There is a variety of activities each week including arts and crafts, Lego, games and TT Rockstars.  Breakfast Club now needs to be booked and paid for in advance.  There is a discount if you attend all week as the price will be reduced to £15 for the full week.  There is also a sibling discount, where if two or more children from the same family attend, the cost will be reduced to £2.50 per child.  Mrs Ross will be stepping back from Breakfast Club next week, with her last day being the 30th September.  Mrs Ross will continue with her teaching assistant role and Mrs Kennedy will be taking over from her for Breakfast Club. 
Class Dojo and MCAS
Every family has been invited to Class Dojo and MCAS.  Please join if you haven’t already.  Class Dojo is our message system to parents and on it you will find reminders and things happening in school.  It is also a quick way for you to contact us if you ever have a question or concern.   MCAS is where you will need to pay for trips and book into clubs, please make sure you checked that your permissions and details are up to date, you can submit a request to change information held on the app.  Not everyone has downloaded both apps, but they are designed to make things easier for both parents and school.
Attendance
First Day Calling
In order to comply with safeguarding procedures and follow our attendance policy, we will continue to operate a ‘first day call’ when children are absent. If your child is absent from school, we would appreciate if you could telephone and let us know before 9.30am.  If your child continues to be off, please call every day or expect a call from us. 
Home Visits  
If any child is absent for a period of 3 days or longer, we will complete an unannounced welfare check where we conduct a home visit to check everybody is safe and well. If there is no answer, a calling card will be left asking you to contact school as soon as possible. We will still complete a home visit if you have called, in line with new expectations.  
Attendance Penalty Notice
The current Government guidelines now make it clear that Headteachers are instructed that they may not grant any leave of absence unless there are exceptional circumstances.  As a result. Any holiday requests will be unauthorised unless exceptional circumstances can be evidenced.  If a pupil has 10 unauthorised sessions (5 days) accumulated within a 10 week period a Penalty Notice may be issued. The Penalty Notice comes directly from Lincolnshire County Council and the offence is £160 per child, per parent but if paid within 21 days this will reduce to £80 per parent per child for the first offence.  Everyone has been given a formal warning letter which is valid for 2 years.  It is a legal requirement for us to make sure everyone receives a letter and is aware of the rules.    
Please note this is for unauthorised absence.  If your child is ill, please call in as usual and let us know.  We understand that everyone gets ill, the above guidelines are for absences such as holidays or days off school that are not for medical reasons.  If you need to get a dentist or doctor’s appointment for your child, please try and make these out of school time but if it can’t please let us know, you may be asked for proof of appointment if these are happening regularly.  
School Attendance Letters
If your child falls below the expected level of attendance- 95% and above, you will receive a letter about your child’s attendance.  You will also receive a letter if your child’s attendance falls between 93% and 95%.  If their attendance does not improve, you will be invited in for a School Attendance Tracking meeting where we will try and help with any issues and work with you to improve attendance
Attendance Raffle
As part of our action plan to improve school attendance, if your child has been in school every day of the week, they will receive a raffle ticket to enter our termly draw.  The more raffle tickets they have, the higher their chances of winning our attendance prize.  We have a prize for a child in Key Stage One and a prize for a child in Key Stage Two.  
Friends of Cowbit
Friends of Cowbit will be holding events throughout the school year, as they support us to raise money towards activities and items for the children.  There is a meeting on Thursday 2nd October at 3.30pm to discuss ideas and plans.  Friends of Cowbit are always looking for new members to help with the organisation and running of these events, so please speak to Mrs Cornwell if you are interested in joining Friends of Cowbit.  Children can come along to the meeting so please don’t let this stop you!
Forthcoming dates 
7th October – Harvest Festival at 2pm in the Church
20th October – Bikeability for Ash Class.
22nd October – New Intake Morning – 9.30am to 10.30am for children due to start in September 2026.
23rd October – End of Term 1
3rd November – Start of Term 2.
3rd November – Flu Vaccinations for Reception – Year 6
4th November  – Parents’ Evening – 4-6pm
5th November  – Parents’ Evening – 3.30-5.30pm
7th November- Non-uniform day in exchange for chocolate raffle- Friends of School
10th November – Individual and Sibling Photographs
5th December- Christmas Fair organised by Friends of School
10th December – Christmas Nativity Play for Ash and Elm Class -times to be confirmed.
11th December- Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper Day
17th December- Pantomime visit in the morning.
17th December – Christingle Service and Carol Concert in the Church at 2pm
19th December- End of Term 2
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