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At Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Academy, every member of our community is welcomed and nurtured, enabling all to flourish. Our school uniform is an important expression of this vision. It supports a strong sense of belonging, equality and shared identity, while respecting the individuality of each child as a unique creation of God.
As a Church of England Academy, we believe that each child is as individual as a mustard seed, with the potential to grow, thrive and flourish emotionally, spiritually and academically. By wearing our school uniform, children show pride in their school and contribute to a positive, respectful and purposeful learning environment where all are encouraged to live life in all its fullness.
It is our policy that all children wear school uniform when attending school or when participating in school‑organised events outside normal school hours. Full details of the required uniform are set out below.

Introduction 

It is our school policy that all children wear school uniform when attending school, or when participating in a school organised event outside normal school hours. Details of the complete list of the items needed for school uniform are in the policy below.  

Aims and Objectives 

Our policy on school uniform is based on the notion that school uniform;
· Promoting a strong sense of belonging within our caring and nurturing school community 
· Encouraging pride and respect for ourselves, one another and our school 
· Supporting equality so that all children feel valued, included and accepted, regardless of background 
· Enabling children to focus on learning without distraction, helping them to flourish academically 
· Providing practical, smart and comfortable clothing suitable for school life 
· Supporting children’s health, safety and wellbeing 
· Offering good value for money for families 
· Clearly identifying children as members of the Cowbit St Mary’s community


Jewellery

In line with our commitment to nurturing a safe and caring environment where all children can flourish, jewellery is not permitted in school for health and safety reasons.

The only exceptions are:
· Simple stud earrings in pierced ears
· Small items of religious significance, such as a crucifix worn on a chain

All jewellery must be removed for PE and games to ensure children can participate safely and confidently. We recommend that earrings are removed before arriving at school on PE days.
Watches are allowed; however, smart watches are not permitted as they conflict with our safeguarding responsibilities and our aim to support equality and focus on learning. Watches must not be capable of making or receiving calls or messages or taking photographs.

Footwear 

As part of our vision to support the physical wellbeing of every child and enable them to thrive safely, footwear must be appropriate for school activities.

· Shoes must be black
· Shoes with platform soles or high heels are not permitted

Ideally, footwear should not be trainers or boots. This ensures children can move around the school confidently and safely, supporting their learning and play.


The Role of Parents 

We recognise that nurturing children to flourish is a shared responsibility between school and home. We therefore ask all parents and carers to support the School Uniform Policy.

Parents are responsible for:
· Ensuring their child attends school correctly dressed in the agreed uniform
· Making sure uniform is clean, clearly labelled and in good repair

If parents wish to request a modification to the uniform policy, they should discuss this initially with the Headteacher.

As a welcoming school community rooted in Christian values, we respect and celebrate diversity. Where there are serious reasons, including religious or cultural grounds, for variation from the uniform, the school will consider requests sensitively and compassionately.

The Role of the Governors 

The Governing Body supports the Headteacher in implementing this policy in line with the school’s Christian vision.

Governors:
· Consider representations from parents regarding uniform
· Work with the Headteacher to ensure the policy is applied fairly and consistently
· Ensure the policy complies with equal opportunities legislation
· Monitor that the uniform supports safe, practical and appropriate dress for school

Monitoring and Review 

The governing body monitors and reviews the School Policy through its’ committee work by;

· Informing parents to ensure that they are aware and support the Policy;
· Considering, with the Headteacher, any requests from parents for individual children to have special dispensation with regards to the school uniform; and
· Requiring the Headteacher to report to the Governors on the way the School Uniform Policy is implemented.  

Uniform 

The school uniform is as follows:

Jade Sweatshirt or Cardigan 
Navy or white polo shirt
Grey or black trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore dress.
Green summer dress in Terms 5 and 6.
Black or grey tights.
Black, grey or white socks.

Black school shoes.

PE Uniform

White T-shirt
Navy or black shorts 
Navy or black track suit bottoms or leggings.
Plimsolls or trainers 

Swimming 

Plain swimming trucks – not a loose style.
One piece swimming costume
Goggles can be provided by parents if required. 
Swimming hat must be worn

We are currently in the process of moving the uniform online but have stock in school to be used first.  The items with a logo can either be bought through school or online.  The uniform can therefore be ordered through school or the website www.brigadeclothing.com depending on the sizes available.  
Second‑Hand Uniform

In keeping with our vision that every member of the Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Academy community is welcomed and nurtured, enabling all to flourish, we are committed to ensuring that school uniform is accessible, inclusive and affordable for all families.
Second‑hand uniform is available for parents and carers to swap or purchase through the school front office. You can either bring some uniform to swap for a different size, or we kindly ask for a £2 contribution per item, all donations go towards Friends of Cowbit St Mary’s to support the children at school.
This supports equality within our school community, helps families manage costs, and reflects our commitment to care for one another and for God’s creation through reuse and sustainability.
We encourage families to make use of this provision and, where possible, to donate good‑quality items that their children have outgrown. In doing so, we model our values of compassion, stewardship and community, ensuring that from little seeds, great and wonderful things continue to grow and flourish.
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