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Our Christian Vision
Every member of the Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Academy community is welcomed and nurtured, enabling all to flourish.  As children of God, each child will thrive emotionally, spiritually and academically through our enriching curriculum providing both opportunities and possibilities.  We empower our whole school community to be hopeful about the future and to be drivers of positive change.  We are committed to ensuring that each child is as individual as a mustard seed and they are encouraged to grow to their full potential and to live life in all its fullness.
From little seeds great and wonderful things grow and flourish.
‘Religious education in a Church school should enable every child to flourish and to live life in all its fullness. (John 10:10).  It will help educate for dignity and respect encouraging all to live life well together.’          Church of England                                
  
Policy Statement  
Religious Education (RE) holds a high profile in the curriculum at Cowbit St Mary’s. Rooted in our Christian Vision, RE nurtures every child so that they can flourish academically, spiritually and personally.
Our RE curriculum enables pupils to grow from “little seeds” into thoughtful, knowledgeable and compassionate learners, equipped with the understanding needed to live well with others in modern Britain. Through an enquiry-led approach, pupils develop skills in enquiry, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and reflection, learning to explore faith with curiosity, respect and hope.
Christianity is taught as a living, diverse, global faith, alongside a broad range of other religious and non-religious worldviews. RE at Cowbit St Mary’s creates a safe, nurturing space where pupils can explore their own developing worldviews and big questions about life, meaning and purpose—reflecting our commitment to enabling all to live life in all its fullness.
Legal Requirements 
As an Academy (previously Voluntary Aided), we are independent of the National Curriculum and the local ‘RE Agreed Syllabus.’  However, our governing body determines our RE curriculum, which is in accordance with the school’s historic trust deed and in line with guidance from the Lincolnshire Diocese Board of Education.  Our LGB opted to follow the Lincolnshire Diocese Primary Curriculum for RE. 
Section 48 of the 2005 Education Act requires the inspection of Religious Education in schools which have a religious character. This is the Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS).
Aims and objectives of RE:

As stated in the Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education, our school aims for all pupils:

· Engage meaningfully and critically with learning which helps them to make sense of the multi-religious and multi-secular world in which they live.
· Know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of beliefs and practices, using approaches which engage with biblical text and key sources of authority. 
· Gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews, appreciating the complexity, diversity, continuity and change that exists within those worldviews being studied.
· Grapple with questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and experience. 
· Understand the concept of religion and recognise its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in the lives of individuals, communities and societies in different times, cultures and places. 
· Develop disciplinary knowledge which equips pupils to be religiously literate. 
· Explore their personal worldviews; their own religious or non-religious, spiritual and philosophical ways of living, believing and thinking.

Curriculum for Religious Education

RE is an academic subject that has a high profile in our school curriculum. It is a priority for senior leaders, who ensure that the teaching, learning and resourcing of RE is comparable with other curriculum subjects. 

This means that, in line with the ‘Church of England RE Statement of Entitlement’, all pupils can expect:
· RE to be a high-profile subject and a priority for those who lead their school. 
· To be enabled to achieve highly in RE, irrespective of educational need or disadvantage. 
· A sequenced curriculum where they will learn about a range of religious and non-religious worldviews and the diversity that exists within those worldviews. 
· A balanced curriculum, using high-quality resources, where they engage with a range of ways of knowing, including theology, philosophy and the human and social sciences. 
· Teachers who have secure RE subject knowledge and are able to deliver content accurately whilst having the ability to challenge common misconceptions. 
· RE to be delivered in an objective, critical and pluralistic manner.
· RE classrooms which are safe, supportive spaces where pupils can openly explore their own religious, spiritual, and/or philosophical ways of living, believing, thinking, and belonging.
· To be given the opportunity to articulate their personal worldviews and engage in meaningful, respectful dialogue with others.
· RE teaching which promotes religious and cultural understanding within communities and society.


Implementation

Learning activities provide fully for the needs of all pupils, so that they develop a wide range of skills including enquiry, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and reflection. RE lessons provide a safe space to explore their own religious, spiritual and/or philosophical ways of seeing, living and thinking, believing and belonging. They provide opportunities to engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of all religions, non-religious and worldviews. 

Pupils experience opportunities to learn and express themselves through an enquiry-based style of learning by: 

· Posing and discussing ‘big’ and challenging questions 
· Reading and critically analysing texts. 
· Interpreting information from different sources.
· Seeking information for themselves in libraries and on computers. 
· Listening to and discussing with the teacher and other pupils. 
· Engaging in pair and group work. 
· Exploring a range of media such as artefacts, pictures, photographs, music and drama. 
· Experiencing visits and visitors. 
· Taking part in outdoor learning. 
· Taking time for reflection.

Teaching in RE challenges stereotypes, misinformation and misconceptions about race, gender and religion. Lessons seek to present religions and world views in all their richness and diversity in terms of beliefs, traditions, customs and lifestyle in a sensitive and accurate way in order to encourage a positive attitude towards diversity.  All questions, views, and opinions are treated with sensitivity and respect.  Teaching enables pupils to gain something of personal value from their study of religious belief and practice, for example, the way that they might apply insights gained from religious stories to their own lives.

Reflecting Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Academy trust deed/academy funding agreement, Christianity is the majority religion studied, with at least 50% of curriculum time. Sufficient dedicated curriculum time, meeting explicitly RE objectives, is given to RE through weekly lessons for every pupil, plus additional enrichment days during the year.  Our aim is to be close to 10% but no less than 5% each week in key stages 1-2. 

This school takes note that the RE entitlement is totally separate from requirements for daily collective worship. Collective worship is not considered as curriculum time for RE or the teaching of RE. 
 
Foundation/Reception: RE is a compulsory part of the basic curriculum for all Reception-age pupils and should be taught according to the ‘LDBE Primary Curriculum for RE’.  In line with the DfE’s 2024 EYFS Profile, the school plans RE through purposeful play and a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity which may be in the form of continuous provision. 

Resources
We carefully consider and review texts, images, artefacts and resources to ensure that they accurately reflect faith and beliefs and do not reinforce unhelpful or inaccurate stereotypes.  We consider different worldviews when learning about different faiths.  See Challenging Stereotypes | rematters.co.uk for more information.
Visits and Visitors 
We recognise the importance of visiting places of worship as well as meeting faith leaders and members of the community as a way of knowing and understanding the impact of belief and worldviews on the way people live.  We value the links with the local and wider community, including the local parish church- Cowbit St Mary’s. 
The RE subject leader supports class teachers to organise educational visits.  The pupils will have the opportunity to make the following visits during their time at Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Academy:
· Church
· Cathedral
· Mosque
· Gurdwara
Assessment: 

Assessment in religious education will: 
· Involve identifying suitable opportunities in schemes of work 
· Be directly related to the expectations of the LDBE Primary Curriculum of RE, built up carefully over time to reflect children’s familiarity with the curriculum over time (implemented from September 2025).
· Recognise the range of skills and attitudes which the subject seeks to develop. 
· Follow the school’s ‘ready to progress’ document to make an assessment judgement at the end of the year as ‘on track’ or ‘not-on track.’ 
· Enable effective reporting to parents/ carers.
· Report to the Trust annually.

Role of the RE subject leader:
The subject leader will:
· RE’s high priority within the curriculum and status as an academic subject are clearly articulated.
· The RE entitlement is entirely separate from collective worship. 
· RE provision reflects the school’s trust deed or academy funding agreement. 
· The RE curriculum is well-balanced, well-sequenced and reflects the school’s specific context. 
· Sufficient dedicated curriculum time, meeting explicitly RE objectives, is committed to the delivery of RE.  This should aim to be close to 10% but must be no less than 5% in key stages (KS) 1-2.
·  All teaching staff and those responsible for governance understand the distinctive role and purpose of  RE within a Church school. 
·  An effective system is in place for those responsible for governance to monitor and evaluate standards in RE. 
· Priority is given to building up staff expertise through professional development and resourcing.
· They engage with their diocese when implementing the school’s RE curriculum and adapting schemes and frameworks, to the school’s context. 
Role of the MAT in supporting RE
· RE has a high priority as an academic subject.
·  Appropriate systems are in place to monitor and evaluate standards in RE effectively in all Church schools within their trust. 
· Senior leaders in Church schools are supported and enabled to prioritise RE in accordance with the statement of entitlement. 
· The RE curriculum in place meets the expectations set out in the school’s funding agreement.
· Subject knowledge and subject leadership are developed, to enable high-quality teaching and learning in RE.
· They look towards the expertise provided by the LDBE for support and guidance with RE.

Managing the right to withdraw from R.E:
At Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Academy, RE is taught as an engaging, inclusive and enquiry-led subject, open to all and at the centre of the curriculum, and we would hope that all parents would understand the value of this for all children. However, parents/carers do have a right by law to withdraw their children from Religious Education
We acknowledge the right of parents/guardians to withdraw their children from RE lessons and of teachers to withdraw from teaching the subject. Parents/guardians/teachers do not need to provide a reason why they wish to withdraw from the subject. Should a parent/guardian wish to withdraw their child from RE lessons or a teacher wish to refuse to teach RE, we ask that they inform the school on: office@csm.keystonemat.org .
If a parent/guardian requests that their child be withdrawn from RE, we will not attempt to persuade them to alter their decision. If a pupil is withdrawn from RE lessons, the school is required to provide supervision but should not incur any additional cost in so doing. 
Any queries regarding withdrawal from RE should be directed to the RE Subject Leader in the first instance, and thereafter to the head teacher. 
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