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Autumn Term 1 for Maple Class

Welcome back! 
We hope you have all had a lovely summer break and are ready for another school year, in our new classroom. 

We are now officially a part of the Keystone Trust and our new school name is ‘Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Academy’.

Let’s have a look at what learning in Maple Class will look like this half term…


	English
	Maths
	History / Geography

	We will be using our ‘Active Planet’ topic on mountains and volcanoes to inspire our writing. We will be writing narratives, explanation texts and haikus.

In Guided Reading, we will be practising our reading skills with the fiction text, ‘The Invisible Dog’.
	We are starting the term looking at place value up to 1,000 for year 3 and up to 10,000 for year 4. We will then go on to addition and subtraction using three-digit numbers for year 3 and four-digit numbers for year 4. We will be using different manipulatives such as base ten, place value counters and part-whole/place value charts. 
	We will have a geography topic this half term, called ‘Active Planet’.  
In this topic, we will be learning how and why mountain ranges and volcanoes occur.

We will also use maps and atlases to discover where mountain ranges and volcanoes are on our planet, and why they formed there.

	Science
	R.E.
	R.S.H.E

	This half term we will be working on a physics topic focusing on electricity. 
We will learn what electricity is and how it is used.
We will then go on to create our own circuits, understanding what makes them work and the different elements involved.
	Our key question this half term is, ‘What is my duty and how do I know?’ 
By the end of this unit, pupils should better understand Sikh perspectives on duty and service and how these relate to historical context and Sikh sources of authority
	‘Being in my world’ is our first topic this year. 

We will be setting personal goals, looking at our own identities and challenges and will also discuss rules, rights and responsibilities which will coincide with our school values.

	P.E.
	Music/Spanish
	Art/D.T.

	We are starting the term off learning basketball skills. 

This will involve using hand-eye coordination, balance, agility and ball control, as well as learning how to work as a team.
	In music, we will be learning how to change a composition as well as responding to an animation on mountains.
In Spanish, we will be learning how to say different animals and how to put them in a sentence.
	
This half term will have an art focus. 

We will be using paint and mixed media to explore light and dark.

	Homework

	Weekly spellings will be set every Monday with the tests being on Monday afternoons. Paper copies will be sent home as well as them being uploaded on to Dojo. 
Weekly homework includes reading at home (please do record in reading records) ideally at least three times a week, times table practise on Times Table Rockstars and spelling practise. 

We will also be sending home some topic homework tasks for you to choose from. These will link to our History, Geography, Science, R.E., P.S.H.E. or Art/D.T. focuses. You are not expected to complete all of them and these will run for the entire half term.
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