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Description automatically generated with low confidence] Cowbit St Mary’s Church of England Primary School Newsletter- Term 1
Welcome back to all of our children and their families!  We also extend a warm welcome to our new pupils and staff.  Everyone seems to have settled in really quickly and a happy, hardworking atmosphere is evident in every classroom. 
 We have lots of exciting things planned for this academic year and we look forward to sharing and enjoying these with you as the year progresses. 
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Description automatically generated]Our Vision and Values
We have a new whole school Vision “Growing Together in Learning, Love and Faith,” this guides us in what we are doing here and our daily purpose within our community .  This is part of a larger vision which is underpinned by the Parable of the Mustard Seed and available to read in full on our school website. 
We also have a new set of values, our value this term is ‘Respect’ for our school, our environment and our community.
We will be launching our school vision and values in an assembly to parents on Friday 18th October at 2pm followed by a ‘craftanoon.’  Please look out for further information about this nearer the time.
Classes
We are all getting used to the new class names and here is a reminder:
Ash – Reception 
Elm – Year 1 and Year 2 
Maple – Year 3 and Year 4 
Oak – Year 5 and Year 6 
 Harvest Festival
This term we have a celebration for Harvest Festival on 3rd October, this will be held in the Church and Parents/Siblings are invited to attend.  Donations for the harvest festival would be appreciated, these will be blessed in church and then donated to Agape Foodbank in Spalding.  Agape Foodbank have been very supportive to some of our families in school and we hope with your help, we can continue to support them.  Items such as tinned food, dry packaged items such as pasta and easy cook items and biscuits are all appreciated.  We kindly ask you to check the dates on any food donated.  We cannot accept food that needs to be stored in a fridge or in breakable containers.  Donations can be brought into school from 27th September.  Thank you.
School Photographs
Tempest Photography will be coming in to do individual and sibling photos on 1st October.  If you would like younger siblings to have a photo taken with your school aged child, please come into school between 1.30pm and 1.45pm and we will try not to keep you waiting for too long.  It would help if you could send a message on Class Dojo to Mrs Matthews, so we know who we need to collect from class beforehand.
Parents’ Evenings
We also have parents’ evenings this term on 15th October – 4pm-6pm and 16th October 3.30pm-5.30pm.  We will let you know when the sign in boards are available for you to fill in your time slots.    
Parent Workshops
We have two parents workshops this term.
There will be a Phonics workshop for Reception parents on Wednesday 2nd October at 2pm introducing you to the RWI scheme and sounds taught this term.
There will be a parent workshop for supporting children with reading and writing difficulties on 14th October at 2.30pm to help parents support their children. All parents are welcome to attend.
Children’s Workshops and Activities
We have a few workshops for the children this year.  Firstly we have Online Safety Workshops delivered by Lincolnshire Police for Years 1-6 on 1st November.  Elm Class will be learning about choices, Maple Class learning about cyberbullying and Oak Class will learn about Online Grooming.  These workshops are designed by the Police to give your children information at their age level to help keep them safe online.  

Lincolnshire Police are also running a Healthy Relationships Workshop on 6th December.  Elm Class will be learning about dealing with emotions.  Maple Class will be learning about positive boundaries and Oak Class will be learning about conflict resolution.  

Maple Class have a Virtual Author visit on Thursday 26th September with Jenny McLachlan.  Jenny McLachlan is a best selling author for her ‘Land of Roar’ series.  

We also have a someone coming in to teach basic First Aid with all the children on 14th November.  These will be short sessions, and the children will be taught in their classes at an appropriate level.  In addition to this, Oak class will have a 6 hour Healthy Minds course split over three afternoons.  The aim of this is to teach children about how to stay healthy mentally as well as physically.  These sessions will cover: Self Esteem, Anxiety, Bullying, Body Image, Resilience and Healthy Minds (Putting Skills into Practice)

Flu Vaccinations 

4th November – Flu Vaccinations – everyone has been sent a permission letter through Class Dojo to register, if you haven’t registered or need a copy of the letter please let Mrs Matthews know so that we can help you sort this out.  Vaccinations will not be given if we do not have permission for your child to have it.

Pantomime

This year’s pantomime is Snow White and we will be travelling by Coach to The South Centre in Spalding.  We will let you know when the pantomime is ready to book on ParentPay.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club is open every day at 7.30am.  A charge of £3.50 is made which includes breakfast and entertainment.  There is a variety of activities each week including arts and crafts, lego, games and TT Rockstars.  Every day we will take a register for Breakfast Club and you will then see an outstanding balance in your Parent Pay account.  This can then be paid by you on a regular basis.  There is a discount if you attend all week as the price will be reduced to £15 for the full week.  There is also a sibling discount, where if two or more children from the same family attend, the cost will be reduced to £2.50 per child.
ParentPay
You should have all received an activation letter to activate your account so you can give permission and pay for trips.  If you did this last year, it will still be active.
Class Dojo 
Every family has been invited to Class Dojo.  Please join if you haven’t already.  This is our message system to parents and on it you will find reminders and things happening in school.  It is also a quick way for you to contact us if you ever have a question.   Not everyone has joined but it is a very useful app for parents and school.  It is only for our school and is private.  
Attendance
First Day Calling
In order to comply with safeguarding procedures and follow our attendance policy, we will continue to operate a ‘first day call’ when children are absent. If your child is absent from school we would appreciate if you could telephone and let us know before 9.30am.  If your child continues to be off, please call every day or expect a call from us. 
Home Visits  
If any child is absent for a period of 3 days or longer, we will complete an unannounced welfare check where we conduct a home visit to check everybody is safe and well. If there is no answer, a calling card will be left asking you to contact school as soon as possible. We will still complete a home visit if you have called, in line with new expectations.  
Attendance Penalty Notice
The current Government guidelines now make it clear that Headteachers are instructed that they may not grant any leave of absence unless there are exceptional circumstances.  As a result. Any holiday requests will be unauthorised unless exceptional circumstances can be evidenced.  If a pupil has 10 unauthorised sessions (5 days) accumulated within a 10 week period a Penalty Notice may be issued. The Penalty Notice comes directly from Lincolnshire County Council and the offence is £160 per child, per parent but if paid within 21 days this will reduce to £80 per parent per child for the first offence.  Everyone has been given a formal warning letter which is valid for 2 years.  It is a legal requirement for us to make sure everyone receives a letter and is aware of the rules.    
Please note this is for unauthorised absence.  If your child is ill, please call in as usual and let us know.  We understand that everyone gets ill, the above guidelines are for absences such as holidays or days off school that are not for medical reasons.  If you need to get a dentist or doctors appointment for your child, please try and make these out of school time but if it can’t please let us know, you may be asked for proof of appointment if these are happening regularly.  
School Attendance Letters
If your child falls below the expected level of attendance- 95% and above- then you will receive a letter about your child’s attendance.  If their attendance does not improve, you will be invited in for a School Attendance Panel meeting (SAP) to discuss ways in which we can improve your child’s attendance.  
Attendance Raffle
As part of our action plan to improve school attendance, if your child has been in school every day of the week they will receive a raffle ticket to enter our termly draw.  The more raffle tickets they have, the higher their chances of winning our attendance prize.  We have a prize for a child in Key Stage One and a prize for a child in Key Stage Two.  In the last year we have awarded ‘Family Games night boxes,’ Family Cinema Tickets with snacks, and Easter Activity Boxes and we hope that these have been enjoyed by the winners and their families.   There are a possible 7 chances to win this term’s boxes.
Vacancies
We are also seeking a Midday Supervisor; application packs are available from the school office.  Interviews will be held on Tuesday 1st October.


Friends of Cowbit
Friends of Cowbit will be holding events throughout the school year, as they support us to raise money towards activities and items for the children.  There are currently no dates for activities but there is a meeting on Wednesday 25th September at 3.30pm to discuss ideas and plans.  Friends of Cowbit are always looking for new members to help with the organisation and running of these events, so please speak to Mrs Cornwell if you are interested in joining Friends of Cowbit.  Children can come along to the meeting so please don’t let this stop you!
Forthcoming dates 
23rd and 24th September – Bikeability for Year 5.  Don’t forget your bikes, helmet and warm clothing!
1st October – School photos – 1.30pm
2nd October- Reception Parents Phonics workshop at 2pm
3rd October – Harvest Festival at 2.30pm
14th October – Reading and Writing Workshop for Parents – 2.30pm
15th October – Parents’ Evening – 4-6pm
16th October – Parents’ Evening – 3.30-5.30pm
18th October- Vision and Values assembly and craftanoon- 2pm
1st November – Online Safety Workshops with Lincolnshire Police for Years 1-6.
4th November – Flu Vaccinations for Reception – Year 6
8th, 15th and 22nd November – Healthy Minds Workshop for Years 5 and 6.
14th November – Mini First Aid for all years.
29th November 1st December - Year 6 Residential to London
6th December – Healthy Relationships with Lincolnshire Police for Years 1-6.  
10th December- Christmas Lunch
12th December – Nativity Plays at 10am and 5pm for Reception, Year 1 and 2.
18th December- Pantomime visit & Christmas jumper day.  
19th December- Carol Concert at the Church and End of Term 2
6th January- Start of Term 3
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